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32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has

given to those who obey him”.

My message is titled, “The Necessity Of The Holy Spirit To Witness”.

Have you ever hesitated or struggled to witness for Jesus Christ. If you found it
difficult to share your testimony with others, you are not alone. The first disciples
were a timid folk but when the Holy Spirit filled them, they witnessed near and far.

When the Lord Jesus Christ gave the Great Commission, he didn’t say to his
disciples, when you share your testimony, you will be met with the best response.
Your social media accounts will explode with thousands of hits. Jesus also didn’t
say try witnessing for a week. And, if things get tough, you may stop witnessing.
Christ commands all his disciples to “go and make disciples”. Opposition to the
Gospel, hatred, persecution are to be expected when you share your faith. The
apostle John wrote in his epistle 1 John 3:13 “Do not be surprised, brothers, that
the world hates you”.

e | can recall at least one time when | was asked to preach in a remote village in
another part of the world. And after | had returned home, I received pictures of
the worship hall that | had preached in. It was razed to the ground. People
hostile to the Gospel of Christ and perhaps did not like what | had preached
went in the night and burned the whole structure down. I had preached on the
Ten Commandments to a very unbelieving crowd. It was by God’s providence
that | returned home safely.

e According to one report, more than 380 million Christians around world face
high levels of persecution for their faith.

e So we thank God that in this country we still have a good amount of freedom to
worship.

The Great Commission is the Great Mission of God. | can’t find one solid reason
why any believer would not want to join the mission of God. And God has not left



us helpless. Jesus said, “I am with you always”. Matthew 28:20

Do you know that you can be a Gospel witness not because of mere human zeal,
natural ability or passion but because of a supernatural power that God has given
you and resides in you?

The indwelling Holy Spirit is a reality in the life of every true believer. The

moment you were born again, the Holy Spirit has sealed you for eternity.

e Paul, writing to the church in Corinth says this about all believers - “And it is
God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, ?>and who has
also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee” 2
Corinthians 1:21-22

e “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit”
Ephesians 1:13

e “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption” Ephesians 4:30.

e The word seal is the same word used when they sealed Jesus’ tomb with a huge
stone. It’s the mark, signet or approval stamp of God in your life.

Now, for someone who is not a disciple of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit may sound
very foreign. The world has no idea of these things. The world thinks all this Spirit
talk is foolishness. But of course, it sounds silly to them because they are of an un-
regenerate mind. “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they
are spiritually discerned.” 1 Corinthians 2:14

If you are a new disciple of Jesus, you may wonder who the Holy Spirit is and
what is His role in your life.

So let me begin with a refresher about the Holy Spirit before we get to our text.

e The Holy Spirit is the Third person of the Godhead. The Holy Spirit is not God
the Father. The Holy Spirit is not God the Son. The Nicene Creed says, “I
believe in the Holy Spirit as Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshipped and



glorified”.

e The Holy Spirit is called the Helper, Comforter or Advocate. Jesus uses the
word “parakletos” to refer to the Holy Spirit, which means “called alongside”.

e The Holy Spirit was a witness at the baptism of Jesus Christ. “And when he
(Jesus) came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. Mark 1:10.

e The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes,
whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth”

e The Holy Spirit can be blasphemed against, sinned against, lied to and resisted
resulting in condemnation. “..whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never
has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin” Mark 3:29, Luke 12:10. Ananias
and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit and it cost them their lives. Acts 5:3-5.
When Stephen preached the Gospel, he was met with opposition when he said
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you” Acts 7:51. We must be careful to
not grieve the Holy Spirit. Repent when God is grieved.

e The Church is commanded to water baptize disciples in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Mat 28:19.

e The Holy Spirit convicts (John 16:8, Acts 2:38), fills believers with the love of
God (Romans 5:5), empowers (Acts 4:31), comforts (Acts 9:31), distributes
gifts (Heb 2:4), chooses overseers to serve the church (Acts 20:28), welcomes
the saints of God (Rev 22:17). The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus Christ (John
16:14).

e The Holy Spirit is a witness and teacher during times of persecution.

“When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what
you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 2° For it
Is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”
Matthew 10:20. ““And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers
and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or
what you should say, ?for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what
you ought to say”. Luke 12:12

For today’s, message, I want to attempt to speak on the necessity of the Holy Spirit
for witnessing. A little bit of a context before we look at our text. Last week, we



looked at the book of Acts chapter eight where Philip witnessed to the Ethiopian
and baptized him.
Today, we were going a few chapters back, to Acts 5.

The early church was birthed on the Day of Pentecost. Peter and the apostles had
been preaching everywhere and the church was growing by leaps and bounds.
However, everywhere they preach Christ, there is opposition. Acts five begins with
Ananias and Saphira. And our verse for consideration is verse thirty-two.

32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has
given to those who obey him”.

Verse twelve is the logical beginning for the verse thirty-two.

Let me read a few key events in the passage leading up to verse 32.

“Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands
of the apostles...** And more than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women,.. 2" And when they had brought them, they set
them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, ?®saying, “We
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” % But Peter
and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. *° The God of our
fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 3! God exalted him
at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel 3> And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him and forgiveness of sins. Acts 5:12-32.

Peter just came out of prison. But they threaten him again. It might seem like a
good idea to not anger the religious authorities by preaching Jesus again. If you
were accused of false charges, and you experience relief, it might seem like a good
idea to lay low for a while. You might think Peter is being very naive. Remember,
when Jesus was arrested? What did the disciples do? All of them including Peter
ran away, disappeared, gone. And Peter followed Jesus from a distance in the
courtyard of the high priest. And when he was confronted if he knew Jesus, he
cringed, cowered and denied that he did not know Jesus at all. Peter made some tall
claims “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death” (Luke 22:33).



But here in Acts 5, you see another Peter. Bold and unashamed of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Peter is not the man he once used to be. Look at Peter’s reply in verse
twenty-nine. “We must obey God rather than men”. How did Peter get such
courage?

Observation# 1: The Holy Spirit gives supernatural courage.

Peter received the promise the Father — the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.
And it was not just a one-time filling of the Holy Spirit. When a crippled man was
healed and the apostles were questioned by what power this man was healed, we
see Peter’s response in Acts 4:8 “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit”.

Peter is bold and unashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ.

What makes some people so embarrassed and ashamed of Jesus Christ? | wonder if
they ever received the Holy Spirit. Are you ashamed of the Lord Jesus Christ?
“For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be
ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels” Luke 9:26

Observation# 2: Obedience to God precedes receiving the Holy Spirit.

Peter tells the leaders in verse thirty-two “we are witnesses of these things, and so
is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him” The early disciples
saw Jesus Christ in person, they walked with him, they saw him being crucified,
they saw him on the third day after he rose from the dead. They can’t deny what
they saw. You and | are at least twenty centuries away from the first eyewitnesses.
You and | are not eyewitnesses like Peter. And you don’t have to be an eye witness
like Peter. You know why? Because the Holy Spirit is your witness. Paul and
Stephen weren’t eyewitness to the death and resurrection of Christ and yet they
were very bold.

How? By their obedience and consequently they were filled with the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 9:17).

Your obedience to God is key to receiving the Holy Spirit.

If you have obeyed God and have turned to God by repenting of your sin and
trusting in the death of Jesus for your sin and believed in his resurrection, then the
Holy Spirit is in you.



Now you may be wondering, why can’t I be bold like Peter? Do Peter and the early
disciples have a different Holy Spirit? No. They have received the same Holy
Spirit you have when you were converted. “For in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body” 1 Corinthians 12:13.

So, what was different?

Here are a few pointers or suggestions:

o Desist and resist your flesh. The apostles realized their flesh wasn’t any help
at all. They needed the “power of the Spirit”. So do you and I. Listen to Paul
at the end of Romans chapter fifteen 18-19 “For | will not venture to speak
of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the
Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, *° by the power of signs and
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God”.

The Galatians were deluding themselves that they could do things with the
help of the flesh. So, Paul writes a corrective letter. “Are you so foolish?
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?”
Galatians 3:3.

Jesus said “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all It is the
Spirit that gives life”. John 6:63. So resist your flesh.

e Saturate with Prayer. Peter and the apostles did not just sit around when
Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem until the Day of Pentecost. They got to
praying. 120 of them in the upper room prayed and continued praying. “And
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak
the word of God with boldness” Acts 4:31

e Fill your mind with God’s Word and delight in them. “Delight yourself in
the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart”. Psalm 37:4

Observation# 3: Expect joy and opposition in witnessing.

The Holy Spirit became such a reality in the lives of the early apostles and
disciples. They experienced opposition but they experienced joy as well. “Then
they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suffer dishonor for the name” Acts 5:41

The early disciples were people who were full of the Spirit. Stephen, Barnabas, and



many others. They saw the Holy Spirit as a necessity to witness. So must we.

One last text before we conclude:

26 «But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit
of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 2’ And you
also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.” John
15:26-27

The Holy Spirit has come. He began the Church. And without the Spirit we
become a lifeless church. Making a whole bunch of noise without power and
conviction. May the Lord help us.

As I conclude this morning’s message, maybe there is someone here who has never
come to obedience and faith in Jesus Christ. And | want to plead with you as
Stephen did. Do you resist the Holy Spirit? Is your conscience bothering you of
your sin? Turn to Christ. Trust in Jesus. He will give you gladness for your soul.



-------------------------------------- Discipleship Questions--------==-======mnmmmmmmommeeom
MESSAGE SUMMARY: The Necessity Of The Holy Spirit To Witness. Acts 5:
32
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word.
1. How can you be assured that the Holy Spirit is in you? What are some
manifestations or evidences of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life? Go
around and share. John 16:8, Acts 2:37, 16:29-30, Romans 8:15,

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe.
2. We are instructed to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Do you desire to be
witness for Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit? How? Ephesians 5:16-18

3. What is God convicting you of and to believe in light of this message?

HANDS/HABITS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life
and develop behaviors that change your habits.
4, For personal reflection: What will you change to witness about Christ
to others?



