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™ Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of

God, ’ and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.” '° Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. !’ And Jesus said
to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” '8 And immediately
they left their nets and followed him. '° And going on a little farther, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. % And
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and followed him.

The discovery of The Endurance has been one of the greatest shipwreck discoveries in
recent years. In 2022, the ship called “The Endurance”, which sank years ago, was
discovered on a seabed. It was one of greatest discoveries because it was found 106 years
after its expedition to the continent of Antarctica. It was also a great discovery because
the ship’s captain and explorer Ernest Shackelton was the first to travel across the
continent of Antarctica. No one had attempted this before. It is said that Shackelton put
an advertisement for a crew for his trip. The ad said the following “Men wanted for
hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, long hours of complete darkness. Safe return
doubtful. Honor and recognition in event of success!”

Twenty-seven men joined the crew and the team of 28 set sail towards Antarctica in
January, 1915. However, just as they approached the Antarctic mainland, the ship got
stuck in ice and eventually sank. However, thanks to the leadership of Shackelton, the
whole team made it back home.

Imagine if we put a flyer in the Seattle Times that said, “Follow Jesus at Bethel Baptist
Church. Trials and tribulations promised. Persecution probable. Glorious eternal life
with Jesus guaranteed. Repent and believe in Jesus to sign up!”

What do think might be the response?



When you signed up to follow Jesus Christ, if you were told you would have a trial free
life or a life devoid of any temptations, then you were lied to.

When you sign up to follow Jesus you leave your hardened heart and self-willed mind in
order to do God’s will.

When you decided to follow Jesus, you signed up to a higher calling to God’s Kingdom
for eternal glory.

Sadly, many churches promote what is called “consumer” Christianity. They say ‘believe
in Jesus’ and you will get a better fill-in-the-blanks.

What if nothing gets better after you believe and follow Christ?

Here you see in verse fourteen that John the Baptist was arrested as a messenger of God.
Why? Because he called out the sin of Herod for his adulterous affair with his brother’s
wife. John was later killed. (Mark 6:17-18). His ministry was short lived and yet had such
a big impact.

Jesus honored John the Baptist. Jesus said there was no one greater than John the Baptist.

Following Jesus begins with self-denial. As you deny yourself and pick up the cross and
follow Jesus, abundant life and blessing begins.

Our mission is to Make Disciples.

If you want to win souls for Christ, then you must be shaped by Christ.

Before we look at our passage, here is quick review on where we are in the Gospel of
Mark. John the Baptist came and prepared the way. He exalted Christ. He spoke the truth.
He preached repentance. He was arrested. He’s in prison.

This is where Jesus begins his preaching ministry. Mark records for us a summary of
what Jesus preached. Verse fourteen and fifteen.

1 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, ’ and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”

1. Notice what Jesus came into Galilee for. Jesus came proclaiming. Jesus came to
preach. Jesus came to bring good news. Jesus was sent by God for the gospel of God.
Our commission is the same — to proclaim, to witness, to make disciples. Jesus told
his disciples “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” John 20:21.



2. Also, notice what Jesus proclaimed — The Gospel of God!
What is the Gospel of God?
The Gospel of God is about the Kingdom of God.
Jesus says the time is fulfilled. Meaning God had been preparing Prophets and
messengers. John the Baptist was one. And with the baptism of Jesus, the time was
fulfilled. Fulfilled for the King to arrive. That King is Jesus. Unlike the kings or rulers
of this world, Jesus doesn't arrive in a chariot or in a limousine and with fanfare, but
as a humble servant with power and authority.

3. So, Jesus proclaims by saying “the time is fulfilled” and the “kingdom of God is at
hand”. What does Jesus mean by the ‘kingdom of God’?
Jesus means that the transcendent God has become near to us. No one has seen God.
God, who is pure light, holy, immortal and mighty in power condescended to
humanity’s level. The Prophet Habakkuk writes about God this way “His brightness
was like the light; rays flashed from his hand, and there he veiled his power”
Habakkuk 3:4.
God’s Beloved Son, God the Son, the Divine Son who took on humanity has come
near.
To be in the Kingdom of God is to have the reign of God and Jesus Christ in your life.

When Jesus Christ stood before Pilate, Jesus said to him — “My kingdom is not of this
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that 1
might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” John
3:36.

You see Peter had to learn discipleship the hard way. Peter even rebuked Jesus when
Jesus told him that Jesus was going to suffer and die for sinners. But Jesus rebuked
him back calling Peter ‘Satan’. The Gospel is not the popular American version of
Gospel you see on TV, not the prosperity gospel, not politics sprinkled with religion.
Jesus himself said, “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive

the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” Mark 10:15.

Child-like humility is the key to enter the of kingdom of God.

Paul says “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son”. Colossians 1:13. You are either in the Kingdom of
Christ or in the kingdom of darkness.



4. That is why Jesus preached repentance. The kingdom of God in your life begins with

repenting and believing.

Jesus preached, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and

believe in the gospel”

Repentance and belief are foundational in the Kingdom of God.

What does repentance look like?

When John the Baptist preached repentance, the people asked him, “what should we

do?” He said, “Be generous”. (Luke 3:11).

e So repentance is turning from being tightfisted to being generous. John told tax
collectors don’t collect more than you should.

e If you are prone to cut corners, repent and tell the truth. Be a person of integrity.
Soldiers came to him. And he said, “don’t threaten and accuse people”.

e Ifyou are angry with someone, repent and don’t lash out and don’t belly-ache.

e Ifyou are prone to jealously, repent and lift up others.

e If you’re prone to coveting, repent and be content.

e Ifyou are prone to lust, cut off the source. Get accountability.

e Ifyou are in a sexual relationship outside of Biblical marriage, repent or end that
relationship. It is better to enter heaven with a relationship that honors God than a

relationship that feeds your carnal desires and your whole body be thrown into
hell.

So, the kingdom of God is the reign and rule of God in all areas of your life. The
kingdom of God is complete submission and allegiance to the crucified King, the Lord
Jesus Christ. The kingdom of God is being rooted in the word of God, and that word
bearing fruit in you for the glory of God.

Repenting and believing imply following Jesus for life.
What does following Jesus look like? Verses 16-20.

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. !’ And Jesus said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you become fishers of men.” '® And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. ° And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John



his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. °° And immediately he called them,
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

Notice, Jesus saw Simon Peter. Jesus saw Andrew, James and John. What did he see in
them? Great faith. No. Peter would deny his Master. Great education. No. They were un-
educated men. Great influence. No. These were ordinary men.

Jesus saw in them their brokenness, their weakness, their sin, and their imperfections.
Jesus also saw in them a willing heart and teachable spirit. Jesus saw in these men sinners
in need of a great Savior. And these men saw in Jesus a great Savior with great power.

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus shows his divine power to Peter.

“He (Jesus) said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a

catch.” ” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your
word I will let down the nets.” 5 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large
number of fish, and their nets were breaking. " They signaled to their partners in the
other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they
began to sink. ® But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees,

saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” ° For he and all who were with
him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, '° and so also were James
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.”

What did Peter say Jesus? “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord. “

This is humility. Jesus saw that these men could be trained. They were men naturally low
in pride. They were teachable. Saul was a proud man and God had to break his pride
before he repented and became Paul.

When Jesus calls Andrew and Peter, the response i1s immediate. Immediately they left
their nets. And with James and John, it is the same response. Immediately they left their
father. They left their father and their business to follow Christ.

In verse seventeen Jesus tells Peter— “follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”.

There are a lot of self-made men and women in this world. People who have gone from
rags to riches. People who have made a fortune in the stock market. People who have



made much in this world, much of themselves. And yet we see some of these people have
made zero impact for eternity or for Christ. That is a wasted life.

But, here Jesus tells Peter - I will make you. I will fashion you. I will transform you. I
will make you fruitful. There is difference being made by Jesus and being made by the
world. Those who are made by Jesus are the only ones who will matter for eternity. Jesus
offers something great to every disciple. He wants to make you so you can build others.

I began with Shackelton’s journey to Antarctica in 1915. When Shackelton’s ship sank,
his team camped on an ice floe. And after eighteen months of survival - camping on ice
floes, a deserted island, icy waters and stormy seas, the whole team of 28 men made it
home. How did these men survive?

It was Shackleton’s leadership that brought the team home. Shackleton’s journal showed
that he would make sure his team had fellowship after meals so they don’t feel isolated.
Whatever challenge the crew faced Shackleton was deeply committed to their well-being.
One day, he saw a team member’s tent sinking in the sea below. The ice had cracked
below him. Shackelton immediately ran after him and rescued him from the sea.

In the same way, we were sinking deep in sin. Jesus came and rescued us. Jesus set us
free from the bondage and power of sin. Just as Jesus saw Peter, Andrew, James and
John, Jesus saw you. Jesus saw you before you were saved. And Jesus has called you to
be his follower. Jesus wants you to win souls for Him.

If you are not yet his follower, Jesus sees you. Jesus knows everything about you. And
Jesus calls you — to repent and believe and follow him.

And Jesus wants to make you. To fashion you. To transform you. To do great things in
you.

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die”. - Detrich Bonhoffer



—————————————————————————————————————— Discipleship Questions--------====-====-===mmmemmmeme
MESSAGE SUMMARY: Win Souls for Christ. Mark 1:14-20
HEAD: These questions help you examine the truth of God’s Word.
1. What are foundational in the Gospel of God? What did Jesus come proclaiming?
What does it mean to be in the kingdom of God? John 3:5, Acts 26:18, 1
Corinthians 4:20, 6:9, Romans 14:17,

HEART: These questions help you wrestle with what you believe.
2. Do you believe soul willing is for every believer? Matthew 28:19, Luke 9:60, Jude
1:20-23

3. What is God convicting you of and to believe in light of this message?

HANDS/HABITS: These questions help you bring the truth into your everyday life and
develop behaviors that change your habits.
4. For personal reflection: What will you change to make disciples of Christ?
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